TEXT LEVEL SAMPLES

According to research, there are different behaviors that a student will exhibit at each A-Z text level.
The following describes the behaviors that a child may demonstrate at each text level. There are also
examples of what each text level may look like.
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Bear can run. Kitten can run.

Readers at Level A:

A Recognize letters and their sounds
Point to words while reading

Use picture to support understanding

> Do P

Know the difference between words and
pictures

To

One sentence per page with simple words

To

Read easy, high frequency words (the, a |, I,

and, is, can, in, it)

Readers at Level B:

A Follow a sentence over 2 lines of text
Continue to point to words while reading
Recognize pattern throughout story

Reread to fix reading mistakes

> Do P D

Read, easy high frequency words

(the, and, my, like, see, is, can, it)
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Readers at Level C:

A

S S S S

Readers at Level D:

A

A

Read simple stories with 2-6 lines of text on page
Notice repeated lines & phrases

Begin to follow text with eyes, rather than pointing
Use strategies to help understanding

Begin to correct reading mistakes

Read easy, high frequency words (the, and, like, see, here, look, is, can, in, it)

Read fiction and simple non-
fiction

Continue to follow text with
eyes, rather than pointing

Read text with fewer lines of
repeated words

Read compound words (ex:
newspaper, sandbox) and words
ending in Ting

Continue to correct reading mistakes :

Read easy, high frequency words (at, an, am, do, go, he, in, like, me, my, no, see, so, to, up, we)

“This is fun!”
said Bear.
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Readers at Level E:

A
A

Readers at Level F:

A

A Read and understand dialogue in text

A

Dad had a sandwich.

Read books with 3-8 lines of text Len and Kate had popcorn.
Jack wanted snacks, too.
Fo_lloyv text with eyes, rather than Dad e
p0|ntlng “No snacks, Jack!
Let’s go out and play.”
Read texts that require more

attention for understanding

Follow punctuation correctly
Take apart long words

Rely on meaning from the text,
rather than pictures

Read fluently

Read easy, high frequency words (at, an, am, do, go, he, in, like, me, my, no, see, so, to, up, we,
look, hers, this)

Chapter 2

There go a bug, a boy,
and a bear.

Begin to understand genres (fiction,
non-fiction, etc.)

Read words with multiple syllables (ex:
disappear, unhappy) They all read

from the same book.

Understand contractions (ex: cand t =
cannot), possessives (ex: Robd sar)

Automatically read high frequency words (all, are, be, but, for, got, had, of, on, then, this, your)
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Readers at Level G:

The troll was not happy. Where was Big Gruff?
He was hungry!

A Continue to understand
different genres

Did Big Gruff trip-trap
onto the bridge?

A Read 3-8 lines of text per
page; text is smaller

. . Little Gruff told him
A Read difficult words by using to cat Middle Gruff.

letter/sound information,
thinking of familiar words,
taking apart words

A Read text with a few
challenging vocabulary
words

And Middle Gruff told him
to eat Big Gruff.

10

Readers at Level H:

A Read longer text with more challenging vocabulary
Read difficult words by using letter/sound information, thinking of familiar words, taking apart words
Begin to read new books silently

Read aloud without pointing to words

o Do o D

Automatically read high frequency words (come, came, from, her, him, his, one, out, said, saw, she, that,

their, there, they, was, went, were, with)

The class went to see Lin's dad. It was dark. It was the end of the week. The teacher
said, “Today, we are having a special guest

7

‘The class looked up. They could see stars.
Lin’s father told them all about the stars. Just then, there was a knock on the door.




Readers at Level I:

A

) SD S S S &

Read short texts (8-16 pages) & easy chapter books (40-60 pages)

Understand longer sentences of more than 10 words

Read many texts silently, without pointing to words

Automatically read a large amount of high frequency words (from all previous levels & more)
Reads out loud & sounds like normal speaking (not like a robot)

Reads out loud & sound like an actor (pauses, reads with expression)

Fox decided to speak to the wax man.
“Good evening, sir,” she said. “Will you
please give me a chicken?”

The wax man smiled, but it did
not answer.

Fox was upset. She said loudly,
“Mister! I want a chicken now!”

Again, the wax man did not answer.

»\’
’ (l
< .
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Readers at Level J:
A Read many types of texts (informational text, short chapter books, simple biographies)
A Understand a large number of longer sentences
A Use strategies to figure out hard words (go back and reread, use picture clues, find smaller words
inside the bigger word, etc.)
Read silently during independent reading
Automatically read a large number of high frequency words (from all previous levels & more)

Read out loud & sound like normal speakers (not like a robot)

> Do P D

Read out loud & sound like an actor (pauses, reads with expression)

Eric went to pick it up 2. THE CAT'S NAME IS SPOTTY
and something moved.

“Meow! Meow!”

A white cat

with a large black spot on its tail

ran from the corner Cs

and hid beneath Ms. Dee's desk.

“Good morning,” Beth said

as she walked into the classroom.
Jane. Tim, and Danny walked in, too.
“I love the rain,” Danny said.

He spun around.

Water sprayed off his raincoat.

“Hey!" Beth shouted.

“You got me wet!”
“Water is good for you,” Danny said.
“It makes plants grow.”

“Well, I'm not a plant!”

10 11
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Readers at Level K:

A

DD P Do Do P

> Do Do D

Read many types of texts (biographies, informational texts, realistic fiction, fantasy, traditional
literature, simple)

Read many illustrated chapter books

Must remember many details

Understand dialogue and the use of quotation marks (fif)

Books have many characters that change a little in the story

Read stories with diverse cultures

Use strategies to figure out hard words (go back and reread, use picture clues, find smaller words
inside the bigger word, use word parts like prefixes/suffixes etc.)

Read silently during independent reading, but can read fluently aloud

Automatically read a large number of high frequency words (from all previous levels)

Read out loud & sound like normal speakers (not like a robot)

Read out loud & sound like an actor (pauses, reads with expression)

—— N
N X
Andy and Granny Webb decided =t =
) ~ )N
. . r R
to see how the caterpillar liked his e
new home in the science center. | |
Dolores Starbuckle wandered over, i X
too. i |
o - =
I'll be the teacher,” said Dolores, hoer )\ ]
i
pointing to a picturc on the wall. FE o= -
:L’ \\ - -
“What is this, Granny Webb?” /] " 4 .
'8 ‘\j /
3 . \
“1 believe that that is a Musca / o [
£
domestica, Dolores,” said Granny. AR | SR
/ J (
“Wrong,” said Dolores. “This is a L { ) Y
. = I <
picture of a housefly. 1 .
14 ¢ 3
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Readers at Level L:

To

Read easy chapter books with less pictures
Read short informational & fiction books

Read slower or faster- depending on the book
Learn new concepts through reading

Use what they already know to help their reading
Use pictures and text to help understand
Connect known facts to new information

Understand difficult ideas

Do Do Po Do Do Do Do n

Understand a large number of words (plurals, contractions, possessives, multi-syllable words,
content-specific words, technical words)

Understand difficult sentences
Read silently during independent reading

Read out loud & sound like normal speakers (not like a robot)

> Do Do P

Read out loud & sound like an actor (pauses, reads with expression)

They squeezed into the closet.

“This is a tight fit.,” said Amelia Bedelia.

“We can’t walk at all,” said Angela.

- ﬁv‘

* “I can’t even breathe,” said Andrew.
“First things first,” said Amelia Bedelia. | “Mom will have to walk in by herself.
“Go and put two coats on each chair. Let’s get out of here.”

I'll clean out the rest of the closet.”
Amelia Bedelia finished

just as the children returned.
“That’s that,” said Angela.

“Every chair got two coats.”

“Nice work,” said Amelia Bedelia.
Andrew checked it off the list.

“Let’s walk in the closet,” he said.

32
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Readers at Level M:

A

S VI I S S S

Know the characteristics of different genres (realistic fiction, fantasy, informational text, traditional
literature, biography, etc.)

Read fiction chapter books, such as series books (ex: Junie B. Jones) or mysteries

Read fiction texts that have many characters that change in the story

Read shorter non-fiction texts on one topic

Understand difficult sentences

Read silently during independent reading

Read out loud & sound like normal speakers (not like a robot)

Read out loud & sound like an actor (pauses, reads with expression)

“Presidents’ Day means you see flags.” | “Yes, yes, and yes,” his teacher said.
“It means we don’t have school on . “Butl still want my one page.”

Monday,” said Webster. 1 Stink took out his Big Head book
“It means you can buy stuff on sale, I of presidents. He flipped to the best

because presidents are on money,” said

president ever. President number four,
Heather S. James Madison.

“Let’s not give away all our ideas,”
said Mrs. D. “I want everybody to write
one page about what Presidents’ Day

means to you.”

“Can we draw something, too?”
asked Lucy.

“Can we write a poem?” asked
Sophie of the Elves.

“Can we dress up?” asked Stink.

66 67
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Readers at Level N:

A

>

> Do P D

Process short fiction stories, chapter books, short informational texts, series books (ex: most
Amber Brown books) or mysteries

Read fiction texts that have many characters that change in the story

Read non-fiction texts on many related topics

Automatically use strategies (find smaller words inside the bigger word, use word parts like
prefixes/suffixes, etc.)

Read & understand descriptive words
Slow down to understand or search for information
Understand difficult sentences

Read silently at a good rate

Soon the jumble of Sue’s bones was
exposed. The group quickly realized how
unbelievable this Tyrannosaurus rex was.
Almost all of the bones were there! Most
dinosaur skeletons that are found are missing
many, if not most, of their bones.

The creature’s skull was the size of a
refrigerator. Most of the teeth were set in its jaw,
some twelve inches or longer from root to tooth

tip. Its right front arm was there— one of only

two T. rex arms ever discovered. Thirty-six tail

bones circled around the remains—one of the
most complete T. rex tails ever found.

Often, fossil bones are chipped or broken
apart. Sue's bones were nearly perfect. To top it
off, Sue was huge. “It was really amazing,” says
Susan Hendrickson. “She just kept getting better
and better. We were all in such shock. You can’t
ever dream of finding something so good and so
big!” This was the find of a lifetime — the largest

and most complete T. rex ever discovered.

Edge of cliff face where Susan Hendrickson found the ﬁ(:t bones
(see photos on pp. 10-11). e
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Readers at Level O:

A Know the characteristics of most genres

A Read chapters books, shorter informational texts, mysteries, series books (ex: The Boxcar
Children), books with sequels, or short stories

Read fiction stories with many characters that change throughout the story

Read nonfiction texts that give information on many related topics

Understand difficult sentences and words

Figure out new vocabulary words by using clues

DD o Do Do

Read fluently, like an actor would sound
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